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Criminal Division Said to Be Probing 

5 Assistant’s Use of Phone Lines, Other Alleged Actions May Be Grounds 
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% By Sharon LaFraniere 

Washington Ptol Staff Writer 

J The Justice Department's crim- 
jhal division is investigating some 
Allegations raised in an ethics inqui- 
ry begun last summer into activities 
%y FBI Director William S. Sessions 
2nd a top aide, sources said last 

Slight. 

£ The exact nature of the criminal 
investigation, which began about 
jpne month ago, could not be deter- 
mined yesterday. One source said it 
{focuses in part on whether Ses- 
sions’s executive assistant Sarah 
jMunford defrauded the government 
Jb y using FBI telephone lines for 
personal calls. Sessions also made 
Personal calls, sources said, but had 
masked to be billed for them. 

£ Among other allegations, the 
^original ethics inquiry also focused 
Jpn whether Munford tried to use 
jfier FBI credentials to keep her son 
Jfrom getting a traffic ticket, and 
Jtried to avoid high car insurance 
grates by lying to officials in Texas 
Jfabout her car registration. 

£ In a letter yesterday to Sessions, 
^Deputy Attorney General George 



Terwilliger questioned whether 
Munford should be fired, Justice 
Department officials said. 

The Justice Department's Office 
of Professional Responsibility 



Some of Sessions’s 
critics say he holds 
himself to high 
ethical standards 
hut does not always 
demand the same of 
others. His 
supporters contend 
the allegations are 
trivial “nibbling.” 

(OPR) began its ethics inquiry into 
Munford and Sessions’s actions af- 
ter receiving an anonymous letter 
alleging that Sessions and his wife, 



Alice, used FBI cars and agents to 
run personal errands and that Ses- 
sions arranged out-of-town 
speeches so the couple could fly 
free to holiday destinations, sources 
said. In one incident, the letter said, 
Sessions directed agents to pick up 
his wife, who then instructed them 
to drive her to return a toaster. 

The FBI also forwarded to OPR a 
letter from Washington author Ron- 
ald Kessler asking to interview Ses- 
sions about Alice Sessions and Mun- 
ford. Kessler, who will soon publish 
a book on the FBI, wrote that Alice 
Sessions used FBI employees to 
park her car in the FBI garage 
while she shopped downtown. 

Kessler’s letter also said Alice 
Sessions suggested that the FBI 
hire Sarah Munford’s husband Don 
to determine how to improve the 
alarm system provided by the FBI 
in the Sessions home. 

FBI officials said in interviews 
that an assistant FBI director ve- 
toed the contract proposed by Don 
Munford as too costly and in viola- 
tion of competitive bidding rules. 
One FBI official complained in a 
recent interview with The Wash- 
ington Post that Sessions had 
bowed out of the discussion about 
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for Firing, Sessions Told 
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the security system, leaving high- 
ranking officials to deal directly I 
with his wife. 

Sessions’s deference to his wife 
and dependence on Munford are fa- 
vorite topics at FBI headquarters, 
where Sessions has struggled for five 
years to win agents’ respect. Some 
of his harshest critics say that while 
Sessions holds himself to high ethical 
standards, he does not demand the 
same from the two women. 

But Sessions’s supporters con- 
tend the allegations to OPR are 
trivial. “It's nibbling,” said one for- 
mer FBI official who considers Ses- 
sions ineffectual. “I never ques- 
tioned the man’s ethics.” 

In a statement yesterday, Ses- 
sions said he “had in place’’ staff 
reviews and audits to ensure there 
were no abuses along the lines sug- 
gested by the letters to OPR. Tor 
this reason, I welcome the inquiry 
and am confident of its outcome,” 
the statement said. 

Sessions is scheduled to be inter- 
viewed by OPR later this week. 

In an interview last year, the FBI 
director dismissed questions about 
whether he allowed Munford too 
much leeway, saying she was a 
valuable asset to the FBI. 
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FBI Director Sessions: ”1 welcome the inquiry and ami confident of its 



